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Abstract

How to Recognize and Decipher Newly-Encountered Chinese Characters

Cho, Sung—duk*

This paper is based on my experience of summarizing newly encountered
characters into several types, I hope it will be of help to researchers, In reading
old documents, it is necessary to recognize and decide if certain Chinese
characters are new to the reader or simply represent a variant form,

In section two, I will discuss a three—point method to recognize difficult
Chinese characters; the three points are their use in old texts, their similarity
to other characters, and the contents of rhyming dictionaries (&), If a
researcher believes that the text in question is related to the thirteen classics
(+=4#%) or an early Chinese philosopher G&{H%), he must first review the text
and look to find the same text in the classics, If it is difficult to locate the
text in question in the classics, the researcher should then search for similar
content, This can be done by using a large database, The third method is using
rhyming dictionaries., The researcher should look for the character’s rhyme and
then search for the same or similarly shaped characters in the book,

By using the way explained above, the researcher can make decisions about
the new character shape and assign it to one of five categories: variant (FEf&),
various structural component (J&J47), characters that are phonetic loans (Ff{&
%), wrong shape (3%¥) and collation (Bh).

Various structural components occur by reason of novelty, simplification,
complication, movement, ellipsis, replacement of component, and addition, Also,
the wrong shape and collation sections discusses how to review vague characters
and divide them into either the category of having the wrong shape or one of

various other forms of a character,

(Key words) Newly-encountered Chinese character, Variant, character that has
different component, character form of shape, components
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